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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 13-211 

Judge: Julie P. Newell   

Complainant:  Jesse Wayne Gambill   

ORDER 

 The complainant alleged that a superior court commissioner was rude, denied 
him the right to counsel, prejudged his case, and improperly extended a protective 
order.  

Rule 1.2 of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires judges at all times to act in 
a way that promotes confidence in the judiciary and to avoid both impropriety and 
the appearance of impropriety. Rule 2.8 requires judges to “be patient, dignified, 
and courteous” toward litigants. 

Commissioner Newell summarily rejected an attorney’s attempt to appear 
and provide his notice of appearance at the time of a hearing. There is no applicable 
procedural rule requiring attorneys to file a notice of appearance before appearing 
with a client at a hearing, and when the attorney pointed this out, the commissioner 
responded, “I say it has to be, and that’s how I run my court. And everybody knows it.” 
This statement suggested that all members of the public and legal community are aware of 
her personal rule on how attorneys qualify to appear in her court. It is also incongruent 
with the commissioner’s self-described need to use a harsh tone with unrepresented 
litigants – had she allowed the attorney to appear the complainant would not have 
been unrepresented. 

Throughout the remainder of the hearing, based on a review of the video 
recording, commission members found that Commissioner Newell was not patient, 
dignified, or courteous with the litigants. Rather, she was impatient, harsh, and 
intimidating. Such conduct does not promote public confidence in the judiciary. 

Finally, at the conclusion of the hearing, Commissioner Newell decided to 
extend an order of protection for an additional year and apparently made 
substantive modifications to the order. Beyond directing the parties to read the 
order, however, Commissioner Newell failed to provide any notification either on 
the record or in her subsequent minute entry as to the modifications she was 
making. This failure to provide the parties anything beyond a direction to read a 
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subsequent protective order did not provide them fair notice of what was expected of 
them. 

The commission finds that Commissioner Newell’s conduct throughout the 
underlying hearing violated Rules 1.2 and 2.8. 

Accordingly, Superior Court Commissioner Julie Newell is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for judicial conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission 
Rule 17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, 
and this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: December 11, 2013. 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed to  
the complainant and the commissioner 
on December 11, 2013. 



  
   

    
  

   

   

   

            

                     
                   

                  
                    

              

            

                  

           

    



  

           

      

        

          

   

           

          

            

           

          

           

           

      

        

         

           

              

          

         

            



            

           

          

           

         

  

         

           

          

        

         

        

          

         

            

         

        

        

          

         



            

 

          

         

          

           

            

          

           

            

           

            

               

     

           

             

            

            

          

             

            



            

        

           

      

        

        

        

        

           

          

           

             

         

          

        

       

           

          

         



         

           

      

         

      

      

       

         

        

        

       

            

         

           

       

         

      

       

          

          

          



            

       

        

          

          

   

          

           

            

        

          

        

         

 

           

          

            

           

          

               

          



           

        

        

           

        

        

           

       

          

         

         

           

        

         

          

          

           

          

   

   



        
         
 

     
     

         
  

       
 

       
      

          
      

        
       
 

       
 

        
        



        
       
         

       

      
         

       

        
        

   

     
          

         
 

     
      

   



        
         
   

           



       

        
    

          
     

        
        

      

        
  

        

        
     

       
       

        

       
      

      
  

     



           
        

       

     
     

        
          

    

       
      

       
      

       
        

     
       

    
 
      
       

        
    

        
        



        
 

       
          
       

       
       
     

       
    

          
        

     

            
      

       
 

      
  

       
      

       

        
        



       
  

          
        

        

       
    

       
  

      
        

        
  

  
      

      
         

        
    

         
     

       



         
           

        
        

  

       
         

       

      
      

  

           

      

       
      

         
 

      
        

        
        

      

   
      



      
       

         
       

        
       

       
       

         
  

      
          

       
        












